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pilfering of cargoes. In London
the river police, equipped with
fast motor launches and recruited
mainly from ex-naval personnel,
patrol 36 m. of the Thames.

Police motor-cycle patrols were
first organized in 1921 to assist
in the control of traffic, and a
" flying squad " equipped with
fast cars was formed, to enable
members of the C.I.I), to reach
quickly the scene of a crime. In
1927 mobile patrols were estab-
lished on a large scale, their cars
being in two-way radio communi-
cation with the operations room at
police h.q., New Scotland Yard.
In the course of a year mobile
police in the metropolitan area
travel some 14,000,000 car miles.

Police boxes, enabling the public
to establish telephone communi-
cation with the nearest police
station, had been set up through-
out London and in most provin-
cial centres by 1930. They contain
a small cell for the holding of a
prisoner until the arrival of a police
car, and first aid equipment for
dealing with accidents. On the
roof is an electric lamp which can
be iDuminated from the police
station to call a policeman on the
beat. A further development was
an arrangement with the G.P.O.
whereby the dialling of 999 on any
automatic telephone immediately
brought a mobile police patrol to
any person requiring police service.
AH large police forces have forensic
laboratories to provide every
scientific aid in the detection of
crime (see Criminology).

Women Police

In 1920 the first women police
went on duty and proved invalu-
able in large cities for such duties
as child welfare and the protection
of girls against immoral influences.
Later, women police in plain
clothes were employed with the
C.I.D. in general investigation
work. By the mid-20th century
there were approx. 1,500 women
police serving with U.K. forces.
During the Second Great War large
numbers of women were recruited
into the Women's Auxiliary Police
Corps as motor drivers and clerks,
and on communications: they
wore uniform but were not attested
and did not enjoy constabulary
authority.

Supplementing the regular police
forces are the Special Constabu-
laries (q.v.). The Second Great
War necessitated further rein-
forcement fiom three types of
auxiliary police : the 1st reserve,
consisting of re-engaged pensioners
who volunteered to rejoin for the

duration ; the 2nd reserve, special
constables accepting engagement
on a full-time paid basis ; and the
3rd reserve, the War Reserve,
men recruited for service during
the war only. The maximum num-
bers in the police forces in England
and Wales during the war was
91,025 in 1941, and the minimum,
63,331 in 1945. Enemy action
caused the death while on duty of
278 officers.

Regular police officers were re-
served from the fighting services
until 1941, when men under a
certain age were permitted to
volunteer as pilots and observers
with the R.A.F. and Fleet Air
Arm. The following year regulars
under 35 were " de-reserved." A
number of police officers were
temporarily commissioned in the
security and investigation branches
of the Royal Navy, R.A.F., and
Army.

After the war the regular police
forces found themselves consider-
ably undermanned. Lack of man-
power was due in large measure to
shortage of housing for recruits in
districts where their services were
most needed. There are 159 separ-
ate police forces in the U.K., the
largest being the Metropolitan
police force with an establishment
of 20,000, and the smallest that of
Clackmannanshire, which has a
police establishment of 15.

Since the Police Acts of 1829,
the constable's uniform has under-
gone few changes. In 1867 the
cut-away coat and top hat worn
by the original " Peelers" was
replaced by a tunic and helmet.
The whistle was introduced in
1884. Certain provincial forces
have a distinctive helmet, e.g. the
Devon County Constabulary, who
wear spiked ones. City of London
police wear a helmet with a crest
or spine similar to that worn by
the Roman centurions.

With the exception of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary, all police
forces in the British Isles are un-
armed, except for a truncheon, and
are administered on a strictly civil
basis. Recruits to the Royal Ulster
Constabulary undergo an inten-
sive course of semi-military train-
ing, and when accepted for duty
are subject to military discipline.
They live in barracks and are
always armed on duty.

In some overseas countries of
the British Commonwealth police
forces are also organized on semi-
military lines, and where there are
large coloured populations there is
usually an unarmed native police
with authority restricted to the
coloured population, and an armed

European police. Foreign police
forces are in general of a military
character, but in certain countries
there are several types of force.
France and the TT.S.A,
In France the police derive their
authority from various ministries,
e.g. interior, war, marine ; but the
ministry of the interior, like the
Home office in England, is respon-
sible for maintaining public se-
curity and order and controls the
surete generate, which approxi-
mates to Scotland Yard, and in-
cludes the political police who
guard state officials. Another
police body responsible to the
ministry of the interior is the
surete exterieure, which deals with
treason and espionage.
The ministry of the interior also
controls the Paris police force,
which is paid by the municipality
of Paris but is subordinated to the
ministry of the interior by statute
through a police prefecture. The
ministries of war, interior, and
justice are responsible for the
surete nationale, or gendarmerie,
a para-military force ot'72,000 men.
The gendarmerie are paid by the
ministry of the inteiior, but the up-
keep of their barracks is charge-
able to the various departments.
The surete nationale carries out
normal police duties in the chief
towns, and is not limited to any
particular area. There are also
municipal police in the large towns
who are appointed by the mayor
of the commune subject to the
approval of the prefect.
The garde mobile is a military
force controlled by the ministry of
war. It is divided into 15 brigades
and, heavily armed, can be moved
to any part of the country where
public safety is threatened by
strikes, riots, or other disorders.
Another para-military police force
is the garde republicaine, stationed
chiefly in Paris, its cost being shar-
ed by the municipality and the
state.
In the U.S.A. each state admin-
isters its own police force, or
grants powers to certain munici-
palities. In rural areas of the
U.S.A. the officers mainly en-
trusted with the duty of preserving
law and order are the sheriffs. (For
an account of the U.S. federal or-
ganization corresponding to the
C.I.D., see G-men.) Some depts. of
the federal govt. also maintain
special police for the prevention
and punishment of specific of-
fences, e.g. the treasury dept.'s
secret service for suppressing
counterfeiting, and that of the
post office for dealing with the